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February 22, 2012

To: Representative Marcus Oshiro, Chair
And members of the Committee on Finance

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HR 2290 lID 1 RELATING TO
CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of youth-
serving organizations, supports HB 2290 Relating to Children and Youth,

HYSN strongly supports the use of State Capitol Building facilities for
public events and meetings that educate and strengthen families, encourage
and support citizen involvement in public policy development, and promote
access to the legislative process.

More than 30,000 people participate in Children and Youth Day, which
opportunities to learn about parenting, the environment, healthy lifestyles
and more. Young people gain their first exposure to our legislative process
through participation in the Children and Youth Summit and are more likely
to become con-rn-fitted voters and our future elected officials as a result.

More than 250 organizations and 1,500 volunteers work together to make
Children and Youth Month a reality. The cost to the State of Hawaii is
minimal — for example, the air conditioning, water, security and janitorial
services needed to keep the Capitol Building open on the first Sunday in
October for Children and Youth Day.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director
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